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Kathryn Z. Johnston       John 14:8-17 
June 5, 2022  Acts 2:1-8, 11b-13 
 
Acts 2:1-8, 11b-13 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Cretans 
and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were 
amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and 
said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 
The lectionary choice for today’s reading from John takes place after Jesus enters Jerusalem in 
what we usually celebrate as Palm Sunday. In only the Gospel of John, Jesus then washes the 
disciples’ feet in what Presbyterians usually celebrate as “Not Gonna Happen Thursday.” This 
foot washing includes Judas, who will betray him; and Peter, who will deny him. 
 
Judas leaves the room and then Jesus starts to share with the disciples what they absolutely 
must know to carry on without him. Jesus knows that Judas has just left to close the deal with 
the religious authorities and so it’s all going to go down pretty fast. So beginning in chapter 13, 
Jesus really starts to focus in on what is absolutely the most important thing for the disciples 
to know: 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said to 
the (religious leaders) so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 
 
*AND SCENE* 
 
Well, it seems like it should be the end of the scene except the disciples have questions. First, 
we hear from Peter:  
 “Lord, where are you going?”  
Jesus answered, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now; but you will follow afterward.”  
37Peter said to him, “Lord, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.”  
38Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Very truly, I tell you, before the cock 
crows, you will have denied me three times. 
 
Basically, “Peter, you can have several seats.” 
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Then Jesus turns back to all of the disciples and says: 
“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father’s house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where I 
am going.” 
 
*AND SCENE* 
 
Well, it seems like it should be the end of the scene except for Thomas who interrupts: 
“Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 
 
6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me. 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and 
have seen him.” 
 
Ultimately, the Gospel of John writes a pretty patient Jesus, which is good because he gets 
interrupted again, this time by Philip, beginning with verse 8. Listen: 
 
John 14:8-17 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.”  
Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? 
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not 
believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not 
speak on my own; but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works 
themselves. 
 
Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in my 
name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for anything, I 
will do it. 
 
”If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 
receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, 
and he will be in you. 
 
The stories of God for the people of God… thanks be to God. 
 
*AND SCENE* 
 
Okay, Peter, Thomas, Philip – do you get it now? Are you okay? 
I’m not sure they’re okay. 
 
Are we okay? 
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It’s fun on Pentecost to hang out with Luke’s version of events that Bob read. Remember, Acts 
is a continuation of the Gospel of Luke. That version of the Holy Spirit involved Violent Wind! 
And Tongues of Flame! And Drinking Before 9 in the Morning!  
 
CHECKS NOTES: No wait… Peter says they were not drinking because it was only 9 in the 
morning. I confused Pentecost with St. Patrick’s Day. 
 
That’s all very fun – and an important mark of where and how The Church first started.  
The Gospel of John speaks of a different time when the Spirit is needed – maybe it doesn’t 
have to be so showy, but its strength is needed just as much, if not more so. 
 
The disciples in the Gospel of John keep interrupting Jesus because they are worried about 
where Jesus is going. They are frightened about what comes next. They are not quite getting 
it… and I think they know it. 
 
Jesus tells them, “I am going to go away, but better things are coming.” 
 
Remember – Judas just stormed out, Peter has been rebuked, and a group of men who think 
they’re all going to gather to go on some sort of attack have just been told that their leader is 
going to go to a place where they can’t go, but in the meantime… love one another. 
 
Their heads have to be spinning. They are in deep, deep trouble – which is the exact moment 
they are introduced to the idea of the Holy Spirit – the Advocate (capital “A”). 
 
I wonder if there is something to the idea of the Advocate coming in the exact moment that 
we are in deep, deep trouble. 
 
When Will was a baby, I would pop into the Carlisle Walmart and if I was only grabbing a few 
items, I would sometimes use the stroller rather than a basket or a cart. The very last time I 
did that, I put 2 cans of formula on the top cover of the stroller and then grabbed a few other 
items and put them underneath. What I didn’t pay much attention to was how the fabric on 
the top of the stroller, kind of folded over and for the most part, hid the formula from view. 
 
I wasn’t in there long when I went to the check out and pulled the items out from underneath 
the stroller, but didn’t see – and totally forgot about - the formula on top of the stroller, paid 
for my purchases – and pretty ecstatic that I still had a sleeping baby – I made my way to the 
exit. It was almost to where the greeter was when I sensed someone way too close and all at 
the same time I saw “security” on their name badge and gasped, “The formula!” 
 
I hadn’t paid for the formula. In fact, I looked like I had almost pulled off the perfect plan. 
 
I tried to quickly explain, but you have to know that the faster you try to explain something 
like that, the guiltier you sound. “But I’m a pastor, I wouldn’t do such a thing,” has never 
sounded so lame. 
 
Visions of the local newspaper headline flashed before my eyes: 
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SHOPLIFTING PASTOR BUSTED!  
CRIME SPREE GOES BACK TO 1976 HEIST OF HUBBA BUBBA FROM CHECK-OUT LINE 
WHEN HER MOTHER WASN’T LOOKING! 
 
I can joke now, but in the moment, I was starting to feel sick to my stomach and at a loss for 
what to do next… when the chaplain of Carlisle Regional Hospital at the time, who knew me 
because of the ministerium, and knew everyone else because she had grown up in Carlisle, 
walked up and said, “I can vouch for her.”  
 
She greeted the security guards by name, reminded them to come to church on Sunday, and 
because I was an absolute wreck – she bought the baby formula for me. 
 
Will? He slept through it all. 
 
I had walked into that store feeling good, feeling empowered, feeling like I could get through 
that shopping trip all by myself – and then suddenly, I was in deep, deep trouble.  
 
This is when my Advocate arrived. 
 
In the Gospel of John, Jesus introduces us to his promise of comfort and guidance even when 
– especially when – we are in deep, deep trouble.  
 
This Advocate doesn’t come to us when we’re completely faithful, courageous people already 
loving one another and the world boldly. The Advocate is with us in the exact moment we 
need it, encouraging us to do the love we can do – guiding us to love one another. 
 
Jesus tells his disciples that he’s going away – BUT better things are coming. And in the 
meantime, there are ways we can live into the fullness of life in the Spirit, who is breathed on 
us, dwells in us, advocates for us, and flows through us to the world in witnessing love. 
 
Jesus may not be here handing out the bread, but the Advocate is here helping us hand out 
the love. We have not been left behind. 
 
Jesus told the disciples: 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 
 
*AND SCENE* 
 
In the name of the Creator, the Christ, and the Advocate – Amen. 


